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We regard a cellular access network as illustrated in Figure 2. It is constituted by 4 identical
base stations which are covering an area as shown in the figure. The base stations are connected
to a controller with individual cables. These are laid in ditches that are shared between cables in
some stretches, as illustrated. The lengths, ¸1, . . . , ¸4, of cables and ditches are as indicated in
Figure 2.

The following information is available for the various elements of the access network:

Base station The base station are subject to three types of failures. 1) Non-permanent failures
due to transient, logical failures, etc. These failures may be rectified by a restart of the
base station. The intensity of these failures in a base station is ⁄

t

. 2) Permanent failure
of the base station electronics, which occurs with intensity ⁄

p

. 3) Failure (damage) of the
base station infrastructure, i.e. antennas, tower, cabling, housing, power supply, etc. The
accumulated intensity of this type of failures is ⁄

i

. All failures occur independently.

When a base station failure is detected, a restart will always be attempted. A restart
takes the time T

t

. If the restart does not succeed, a repairman visits the site. If it is a
permanent failure of the electronics, he will repair the failure and the base station returns to
operation. If it is an infrastructure failure, he will write a damage report. The repairman’s
visit to the site takes the time T

p

whether he manages to repair the electronics by himself
or if he has to write a report. However, infrastructure failures will need to be repaired by a
special crew and this operation will take time T

i

. See Figure 1 for an illustration. All T

x

es
are independent of each other and negative exponentially distributed parameter µ

x

, where
x œ {t, p, i}.

Cable Cables, as illustrated in the figure, provide bi-directional links between their termination
points. A cable has a constant failure intensity per length unit of –

c

. (Hence, the failure
intensity of the cable between the lower right base station and the controller is –

c

¸4.) All
failures occur independently. All cable failures affect both directions. The mean repair
time of a cable failure is d

c

.

Ditch A ditch failure implies that all cables in the ditch fail. (A common cause of a ditch failure
is a digger accidentally cutting the cables.) Ditch failures have a constant failure intensity
per length unit of –

g

. All failures occur independently. The mean repair time of a ditch
failure is d

g

. When a ditch failure is repaired, all cables affected by the failure is repaired
at the same time.

Controller The availability of the controller is A

s

and its mean down time is d

s

. It may be
assumed that the failure process is Poisson. The connection between the controller and the
core network does not fail.

A user that is covered by more base stations, like B in Figure 2, may connect to any of these
stations. If a connection through a base station fails, reestablishing a connection through another
base station takes in this context a negligible time.

For the sake of simplicity, we do not regard service failures due to failures of the radio link
between user and base station.

a) Let say user A in Figure 2 is connected to the core network. What is the failure intensity,
⁄

A

, experienced by user A? If the connection to this user lasts for a time ◊

s

, what is the
expression for probability that it will be completed without being interrupted? Let say the
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probability density function for the duration of connections is f

◊

(t), give an expression for
the probability that a connection will be interrupted.

b) The negative exponential distribution of T

x

, x œ {t, p, i} is an approximation for math-
ematical tractability. More precisely why is this approximation made? Discuss briefly
(approximately a half hand written page) how well it will fit real distributions for the
duration of these activities and make simple sketches of how the density distributions (pdf)
typically will look like. No scales are required.

Regard a single base station.

c) We would like to find the asymptotic availability A

bs

of the base station. Establish a
Markov model for the base station using the information about the failing and fault
handling described above. Based on this model, establish a set of equations that may be
used to determine A

bs

.

d) Establish a reliability block diagram and find an expression, or a set of expressions, for
the availability of the service for user B, A

B

, in Figure 2. The variables of the expression
should be the parameters defined in the beginning of the text and A

bs

in question c). It is
not required that you reduce or simplify the expression. Which additional assumption(s)
must be made if the reliability block diagram shall be a well-founded model of the service?

It is assumed that “cable failures”, i.e. failure of one or both cables in a ditch is the dominant
cause of service failure in the access network. Hence, for the remaining questions, we assume
that all failures are either failure(s) of a single cable or that all cables in a ditch fail simultaneously.
Base stations and the controller are regarded as fault free.

Below, more survivable designs for the communications between base stations and the controller
will be sought and investigated. In answering the following questions, new ditches and cabling
may be introduced. However, the introduction of new ditches and new cables should be sought
to be kept as small as possible due to cost reasons. (By small is meant that the new lengths
introduced should be short.) New ditches are far more costly than cables. Furthermore, new
functionality may be introduced in the current cable termination points (base stations and
controller) to perform switching, add-drop, routing, etc. This functionality may be regarded as
fault free. However, no new media for communication, like radio between base stations and the
controller, may be introduced.

e) Propose two new designs that makes the access network fault tolerant with respect to any
single cable failure under the simplifications and assumptions above. You may use the

Failure
[Feilhendelse]

Successful restart
[Velykket omstart]

Repair of electronics
[Reparsjon av elektronikk ]

Repair of infrastucture
[Reparsjon av infrastuktur ]

Tt Tp Ti t

Figure 1: Illustration of base station failure rectification procedure.
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Figure 2: Cellular access network
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attached sheets to make sketches. Explain briefly how the fault handling/reconfiguration
works in your designs. What strengths and weaknesses do your two designs have?

Dealing with the question f), we assume that all failures are ditch failures, i.e., the only failures
that occur are those that cause all cables in a ditch to fail (in both directions). Let �0 denote
the operational mode where there are no failures in the access network and �

ij

denote the
operational mode where the is a ditch failure between i and j and that this is the only failure
in the network. The indexes i and j refer to the base stations w, x, y, z and the controller c in
Figure 2, i.e., i, j œ {w, x, y, z, c} and i ”= j. Assume that P (�0) and P (�

ij

) are known for all
the cable stretches in Figure 2 as well those you have introduced in your answer to e).

f) Based on the design in question e)

1 you consider as the best, derive an upper and lower
bound for the availability of the service in the access network. (Note that this should be
done only for one network, and it is not necessary to motivate why this is considered as the
best.) The service is available when all base stations can be used. Note that the steps in the
derivation should be motivated. You may assume that there will be sufficient capacity in
all working operational modes.

1If you have not dealt with this question, use the design in Figure 2.
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